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of Instruction, has been added to the library during the year. 
It consists of a collection of lantern slides, for the purpose of 
lecture illustration. Those now in the possession of the Academy 
have been derived from the following sources : John G. Meigs' be- 
quest 135, Prof. Alfred Bickmore 100, Dr. Benjamin Sharp 45, 
Prof. E. D. Cope 26, Dr. H. Skinner 16, and Prof. D G. Elliot 4. 
The collection has been classified and catalogued by Dr. Sharp and 
is now ready for use. 

Acknowledgment is again due Mr. Wm. J. Fox for the faithful 
and intelligent discharge of his duties as assistant to the Librarian 
during the past year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Edwaed J. Nolan, 

Librarian. 



REPORT OF THE CURATORS. 

The Curators report that the various collections in their charge 
are in a still more satisfactory state of preservation than at the 
time of their last annual report, while great progress has been 
made during the year in the rearrangement and cataloguing of 
the several departments and many valuable additions have been 
received. 

Although the first floor of the new museum building is practi- 
cally ready for exhibition, it has not yet been thrown open to the 
public, as the work of arranging and labelling, which yet remains 
to be done, would be very much hindered thereby. Mr. Clarence 
B. Moore has presented three additional cases for the display of 
the rich additions he has made to the Moore Archaeological Col- 
lection, and his collections from the Florida Indian mounds and a 
series of aboriginal pottery specimens from the mounds of Ohio and 
Tennessee have been arranged in them. A large clay altar from 
Ohio has been mounted in a special case, and several maps and 
photographs, illustrating the collection, have been placed upon the 
walls. 

The Professor of Ethnology and Archseology having been un- 
able to devote any time to the arrangement of the collection in his 
department, Professor Putnam, of the Peabody Museum, Cambridge, 
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has been engaged to classify and label the Mexican archaeological 
specimens, and has already completed a portion of the work. Much 
additional archaeological material has been transferred during the 
year to the new building, three additional cases and six large 
tables being provided for its reception. 

A boiler has been erected in the engine-house and the heating 
plant of the new building is thus rendered practically complete. 

The west end of the main floor of the old museum has been 
separated by a partition of glass and woodwork, thus forming a com- 
modious apartment which will soon be occupied by the Entomo- 
logical Section. New radiators have been provided for heating the 
same, while radiators have also been placed in the rooms formerly 
occupied by the Wm. S. Vaux Collections, east of the library gallery. 

Early in the year the entire collection of bird skins was removed 
from the cramped quarters in the library and cellar and placed in 
the southeast room, formerly devoted to the Wm. S. Vaux Collections, 
which now forms an excellent study room fbr those engaged in ornitho- 
logical investigation, while the adjoining room has been used as a gen- 
eral work room for the taxidermist and others engaged in the prepara- 
tion of specimens. The northeast room on the same floor has been 
devoted to the use of the artists and transient workers. The basement 
of the new building has also been fitted up for the use of the taxi- 
dermist, and all the larger work has been done there. The transfer 
of the west end of the main floor of the old museum to the Entomo- 
logical Section has necessitated considerable rearrangement of cases, 
and the removal of the osteological collections to the second floor of 
the new building, while the mammal and fossil cases are necessarily 
much crowded. This condition is, however, only temporary, and as 
soon as cases can be provided the entire series of mammals will be 
transferred to the new building, leaving ample room for the display 
of the palseontological collections. 

Rev. Dr. L. T. Chamberlain has generously provided a second 
fine case for the Lea Collection of Eocene Fossils, and has employed 
Prof. G. D. Harris during the year to make a careful study of the 
original Lea type collection, with the result that the whole is now 
entirely rearranged on specially printed labels, and all the type 
specimens carefully designated. 

Mr. C. W. Johnson has been engaged, also by the Rev. Dr. 
Chamberlain, on another expedition to the Eocene formation in 
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Louisiana and Texas in the interest of the Lea Collection, and has 
brought back a valuable series of additions. Dr. Chamberlain has 
also had a handsome wainscoting erected in the vestibule of the new 
building, above which are to be placed the slabs of fossil foot-prints 
presented by the late Dr. Isaac Lea. 

A part from the preparation and arrangement of the accessions, the 
work in the museum during the year has been mainly confined to 
the arranging and cataloguing of the departments of Ethnology, 
Ornithology and Mineralogy. 

In the first department, the entire collection of human crania has 
been consistently numbered and carefully checked off in the printed 
catalogue of the Morton Collection, a large amount of uncatalogued 
material systematically entered, and the whole copied into the new 
catalogue and brought up to date. 

In the ornithological collection, over 4,000 specimens have been 
worked over on the plans previously outlined, and many additional 
specimens mounted. All the types have been unmounted and placed 
in air-tight cases. For this purpose, one large additional tin case 
has been provided, and twenty large packing cases have been pro- 
cured for the temporary storage of duplicate specimens of large water 
birds. Fuller particulars in this department are furnished in the 
report of the Ornithological Section. 

In cataloguing the minerals great progress has been made, nearly 
4,000 specimens have been entered in the catalogue, and a large 
portion of the remainder arranged for cataloguing. 

In the department of mollusca, a large amount of new material 
which had accumulated has been mounted, catalogued and placed 
in the museum, while many valuable accessions have been received 
during the year. A large amount of work has been done on the 
identification and rearrangement of the land mollusca. 

The taxidermist, Mr. McCadden, in addition to his work in reno- 
vating the ornithological collection, has devoted much time to the 
mounting and preparation of new material received during the year 
by gift and purchase, and many valuable specimens have thus been 
placed on exhibition, especially in the department of Mammalogy and 
Ornithology. 

The gifts of specimens during the year have been so numerous 
that the Curators have been unable, for want of cases, to properly 
arrange more than a few of them for exhibition. 
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One of the most important accessions of the year is a series of 
specimens obtained by Dr. Benj. Sharp during a summer expedi- 
tion on board the U. S. Revenue Cutter "Bear." These collections, 
however, have just been received, and have not yet been studied or 
prepared for presentation. 

Dr. S. G. Dixon and Mr. H. C Mercer obtained, during the 
year, additional collections of fossil remains from the Port Kennedy 
limestone cave. These have been properly prepared, presented 
and added to the valuable series obtained last year. 

During May and June, Mr. S. N. Rhoads made a journey through 
the State of Tennessee in the interest of the Academy, and obtained 
valuable collections of the reptiles, birds, mammals and mollusks of 
this interesting region, all of which have been placed in the museum, 
and reported upon in the Proceedings of the Academy. 

Other valuable accessions during the year have been a collection 
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey birds, received from Samuel N. 
Rhoads, with other small collections of birds from T. H. Mont- 
gomery, Jr. and A. Sydney Logan. 

The Delaware Valley Ornithology Club has continued to add 
liberally to its interesting collection of local birds. Under the ef- 
ficient management of Mr. Jefferis, the Wm. S. Vaux Collections 
have been largely increased and kept in most satisfactory condition. 

The botanical collection, during the past year, has been under the 
care of Messrs. Thos. Meehan and Stewardson Brown, while the 
Entomological Department has continued under Dr. Skinner's super- 
vision. To all these gentlemen, the Curators desire to express thanks 
for their valuable assistance, and also to Messrs. Sehulze, Boyer, 
Woolman and Keely, who have devoted much time to the cata- 
loguing and arrangement of the microscopical collections. 

The Curators would also acknowledge the efficient work of their 
assistants, Messrs. Witmer Stone and Samuel N. Rhoads, to whose 
earnestness and fidelity the successful progress of the museum work 
is largely due ; and they also express their appreciation of the work 
of the taxidermist, Mr. D. N. McCadden, and the valuable assist- 
ance of the students of the Jessup Fund, Miss Helen M. Higgins, 
Messrs. Henry W. Fowler, H. C. Borden, Wm. J. Gerhard and 
E. G. Vanatta. 

The interest of the general public in the museum is shown by the 
large attendance of visitors during the year, while specialists in 
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various departments have frequently consulted the collections. 
Specimens have been loaned to Messrs. R. Latchford, F. W. Stokes, 
O. F. Cook, H. C. Mercer, Professors B. W. Evermann, Chas. E. 
Bessey, W. B. Cook and R. Ridgway. 

Henry C. Chapman, 

Chairman of the Curators. 



REPORT OF THE MICROSCOPICAL AND BIOLOGICAL 

SECTION. 

The meetings of the Section during the past year have been regu- 
larly held, the attendance averaging slightly more than the previous 
year. The best communications of the Section have been always 
reserved for the meetings with the Academy, and consequently our 
minute-book is not a record of all the work done. Thus, during 
February last Dr. C. L. Leonard exhibited, under the auspices of 
the Section, thirty lantern slides showing cell motion. Dr. Dixon, 
Prof. Ryder, Mr. Woolman, Mr. Holman, Mr. Schumo, Mr. Keely 
and the Recorder have made communications before the general 
meeting in connection with the work of the Section. Before the Section 
itself, Messrs. Woolman, Keely, Parvin, Brown, Schulze, Holman and 
Schumo made communications of special interest. The Section 
suffered severely in the deaths of two esteemed members, Dr. George 
A. Rex and Prof. John A. Ryder, the former of whom was Con- 
servator of the Section at the time of his death. Resolutions of 
respect Were drawn up, presented to the Academy and printed for 
distribution among the members. 

Mr. F. J. Keely succeeded Dr. Rex as Conservator. 

Early in the year a committee was appointed to devise plans 
whereby teachers of the public schools might be instructed in the 
natural sciences. The Academy itself acting in the matter, the 
special committee decided to co-operate with it. 

The new rooms for the Section will probably be ready for occu- 
pancy in the spring, and it is intended to furnish them so that there 
will be enlarged facilities for research. 

There are at present in the Section sixty members and con- 
tributors. 



